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Guten Abend |, (Guten Tag l) Meine Madam und Herrm,

Wir sind Mitglied von GSE. das aus Japan kommt,

Unsere 2650. Bereiche werden dargestellt im historischen
Kapital von Kyoto und von Nara, ist es die Stadt von
sight-seeing.

94 dort ist die Zahl Pfostenvereimem.

Und, das Rotary Mitglieden sid 5300.

Ueber die Freundschaft, die zu homestay, moechten Wir
fuer die Wirtshaft und die Lebensweise, erforschen und
studieren Und moechten Wir gutes Gedaechtnis nach
Japan zurueck tragen.

Wie wir bitten, koennen

Danke sehr |
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GERMANY

@ Tyt Esens

@ F1hLk Wittmund

@ TAANLRN=T 1> Wilhelmshaven
@ JL—v—/\—=7x1> Bremerhaven

® NZTIY Hamburg

® 1N~ TFILY Papenburug

@ FRE—FIY Osterholz

® FL—A> Bremen

Za—I25>F Neuenlande

F2F7 W2 Osnabruck

~I Berlin
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Bremerhaven 18.05.2006

Einladung des Rotary — Clubs Osnab

Frasen noch sugerules haben. In
der Lopdstealle rennten sle sheh
Da hatte sine Streilemeagenbe
satsung sekan van dem
hai, die dest unterwegs
mand liege vermutlich s St

im Kreishaus: Eine Dc!cgaun aus Japan besuchite jetat aul

rick — Mitte das

Kreishaus. Landrat Manired Hugo (r.) und der Erste Kreisrat des Landkreises Osnabrick, Dr. Reinhold
Kassing (hinten r.), empfingen die finf japanischen Giste und informierten diber Politik, Verwaltung
und Wirtschalt im Landkreis. Landrat Manfred Hugo und der Erste Kreisrat des Landkreises Osna-
brick, D, Reinhald KJssms. cmprngcn die funf pp:mm:llrn Gasle Dlr Mllslll:dcl der Delegation be-

sichtigten unter

das

und Park Kalkriese.

Wihrend ihres mchtl.lglgcn Au F:nlh:]tc! waren sie in Familien unt:lgthracht. Deer Prisident des Rotary
— Clubs, Karl Thedick (2.vL), und Marko Graf von der Industrie- und Handelskammer Osnabrick -

Eml.

d (L} heglei

nal hatte Graf bereits an einem Gegenb

FREITAG,

9. JUNI 2006

dic Deleg

B

Osnabruck 04.06.2006

Im Hahmen -Jcs Austauschprogramms von Ratary Internatio-
hin Japan

Foto: privat

ST A 4
Die Wilhelmshavener Rota-
rier (hintere Reihe, v.l.)

Curt Leffers, Dr. Ridiger
Krainau, Berhard Keller,
Heinz Friedrich Moritz und

DOr. Ulrich Rittstieg betreu-
ten fir einige Tage junge
Gaste aus Japan (vordere
Reihe, v.L.): Yutaka Moril,
den Rotarier und Leiter der

Gruppe, Fumio Tanaka,
Yuko Kagawa, Keiko Higas-
hikawa wund  Hironobu
Tsuda. Die Gruppe reist
heute wieder ab. rom wasck

Besuch aus Japan bei Rotary

austausch Giste besuchten Firmen und Museen in Region

WILHELMSHAVEN/ZY - MNoch
bis heute halt sich eine fiinf-
kiipfige japanische Gruppe in
Wilhelmshaven auf, Sie ist im
Rahmen des Group Swudent
Exchange (G. 5. E) von Ro-
ary International zu Gast
beim jadestadtischeh Rotary
Club.

Unter Leitung des Rota-
riers Fumio Tanaka gehiiren
der Gruppe vier junge Akade-
miker an, die ein strenges
Auswahlverfahren absvolvie-
ren mussten, bevor sie fir die-
ses  Programm  zugelassen
wurden.

relle Leben einer Region des-
Gasilandes } 1

Am  vergangenen Sonn-

Die Gruppe um Fumio Ta-
naka hilt sich je flinf Tage bei
den Rotariern in Bremerha-

ven, Bremen, Oster-
Ihwlz bcharmbcck Papen-
ur brilck

abend & die japani-

sche Gruppe die Wilhelmsha-

vener Innenstadt, Wie Rota-

rier Curt Leffers mitteilte, be-

steht das Programm in Wil-

helmshaven auch aus Muse-
b hien,

und eben Wllheimshamn auf.

Die Rotarier arrangieren
fiir die Gaste aus der Hegion
Kyoto, MNara, Shiga und Fukui,
was etwa im mittlerer Sidteil
der Insel liegt, v.a. einen Be-
such bei Airburs in Norden-
ham und bei der Firma Norde-
nia International, die weltweit

Die der Besuchergruppe
angehdrenden jungen Frauen
und Manner waren noch nie
zuvor in Deutschland. Sie ha-
ben sich fitrr den rund filnfwd-
chigen Aufenthalt in Deutsch-
land ihren Jahresurlaub geop-
fert, sagt Tanaka, der selbst
schon zum dritten Male in

Wilhelmshaven 29.05.2006

In unseren Distrikt kommt vorn 15.5.06 bis 15.6.06 das
Gastteam des Distrikts 2650 aus Kyoto/Japan und wird
von den folgenden Clubs betrut:

15.05.-
20.05.2008
20.05--
25.05.2008
25.05.-
29.05.2006
29.05.-
03.06.2008
03.06.-
07.06,2006
07.06-
11.06.2006
11.06.-
15.06.2006

27.05.)

RC Wittmund-Esens

RC Wilhelmshaven

RC Osnabruck-Mitte
RC Papenburg

RC Bremen-Neuenlande

RC Bremerhaven-Nordsee (Teiln. an Distriktskonferenz

RC Osterholz (3-tagige Berlinfahrt durchfuhren)

RC.O=%1U—55 7Ok

Besuch aus N

Papenburger Rotarier begriiBen

PAPENBURG. Ein umfangrei-

absolviert

Herzlich empfangen wurden die Giste aus Japan, (v.1.) Fumio Tanaka, Yuke Kagawa, Hironubeo Tsuda, Keike Higashikawa und

Yulaka Morii, von cen Mitgliedern des Papenburger Rotary-Clubs auf der Anlage des Papenburger Golfclubs

ches Programin
eine fiinfképfige Delegation
aus Japan im Nordwesien
Deutschiands. Auf Einladung
der Rotarier ist die Gruppe
fir einen Monat zu Gast in
der Bundesrepublik. Jetzt
wurden die Besucher vom Pa-
penburger Rotary-Club zu ei-
nem gemitlichen Abend aul
der Anlage des Golfclubs
Gutshof empfangen.
Internationale  Kontakte
und

sind  wesentliche  Schw
punkte der international
ganisierten Rotarier. Da
haben sie unter anderem
nen Studiengruppena
tausch ins Leben geruf
Vier junge Japaner sind un
der Leitung ihres Teamleit
Fumio Tanaka im Rahm
dieses Austausches einen b
nat lang in Nordwestdeuts
land unterwegs. Der Best
dient nicht nur dazu, La
und Leute kennen zu lern
sondern vor allem auch |

Volkerverstandigung

Papenburg 09.06.2006
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Fumio Tanaka (64 Years)
Team-Leader

Rent real property
Sponsoring District 2650

Live in Fukui city, corporate advisor of a company, member of Fukui South Rotary club, ex-secretary
and ex-president of the Rotary club. Various roles experienced for Rotary district 2650.
Hobbies are reading books on history, a member of Rotary club choir, and play parlor tricks.
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Yuko Kagawa (30 years)

Sales assistant

Sponsoring RC ; Konan
Shimoda, Konann-shi, Shiga Pref.

Osaka born, live in Shiga prefecture.

As sales assistant with in KOGA Kobunshi Kabushiki Kaisya, the company of dealing synthetic resin
products for pack and wrap.

Hobbies are to meet friends on free time and to play tennis, pottery making.

A RERRITR/C M
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Hironobu Tsuda (33 vears)

Real estate appraise

Sponsoring RC ; Kyoto-Shichiku
Moriyama-shi, Shiga Pref.

Living in Moriyama-city, working for a company of evaluate for real estates.
National qualification for examination of real estate appraiser qualified. Hobbies are to meet friends,
playing baseball and reading.
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Keiko Higashikawa (25 years)
Office worker

Sponsoring RC ; Fukui South
Awara-shi, Fukui Pref.

Live in Awara-shi in Fukui Prefecture. Work for Fukui Institute of Technology. Hobbies are to meet and
have chat with friends, watch DVD, traveling and shopping.

1) i e B 8/
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fEH RS = =T
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Yutaka Morii (39 years)
Factory service manager
Sponsoring RC ; Fukui North
Mikuni-cho, Sakai-shi, Fukui pref. e

AR %%

Live in Mikuni-cho, with Nets Toyota automobiles deal company.
The first grade Toyota company automobile maintenance technical expert qualified. Hobby is scuba
with family.
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Team profile and report

Peter Mbller (Team-Leader)
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Peter Moller, 64 years, Superintendent
Detective (retired): Born in Gotha (East
Germany), I fled from Russian troops to West
Germany at the end of World War II. | spent
my childhood in and nearby Bremen. I started
my police-career 1961 in Bremen and I retired
as chief of the criminal police of Bremen.
Between 1976 and 1989 | was also Professor
for law and police science at the University of
Bremen. [ participated in a project with
Professor Hisao Kato at the University of
Tokio. I have been married for 40 years and
we have two daughters. Since 1988 | have
been a member of the RC Syke and
1993/1994 Club's President, Paul Harris
Fellow, 2002-2005 Agent for Rotarian
dyslexia programme. My hobbies are sports
(tennis, skiing, and sailing) and reading
especially books on foreign cultures and
historical publications.
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Antje Bresnick, 27 years, Tax accountant: |
spent my childhood in a small village near
Cottbus in East Germany. At the age of 16,
after | finished school, I moved to Bunde (near
Bielefeld). Here I completed a three-year
training in a tax office. After working there for
three years, | started taking evening classes
next to my job for one and a half years. These
courses aimed at furthering my professional
education in order to become a qualified
accountant. In my spare time [ like doing
yoga, reading and painting. | am very excited
about the trip to Japan, because I will get to
know the people and their way of life.
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Heike Hansjiirgens, 29 years, Civil Engineer: [
grew up on a farm in the countryside in the
north of district 1850. After I finished high
school, | moved near Hanover in order to
study civil engineering at the University of
Applied Sciences in Suderburg. During my
studies | underwent some practical training
and jobs with different building contractors.
After completing my studies, | worked for the
Department of the Environment in Frankfurt /
Oder next to the Polish border. Today, [ am a
civil engineer in a planning office in the
Rotary District 1850. My main task is road
construction and water engineering. In my

Antje Bresnick (Team-Member)

Heike Hansjurgens (Team-Member)
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spare time | enjoy spending time with my
scouting group.
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Gerd Hachmoller, 32 years, Business Officer:
| studied economic geography, economics and
regional planning at the universities of
Marburg and Hanover, and at the London
School of Economics. After a six-month stage
at the European Commission in Brussels, I
wrote my diploma thesis on regional impacts
of the single European currency. For about
two years | worked in regional science,
conducting a research project on divergent
regional development of northern German
counties, before I changed to the Deutsche
Management Akademie in Celle. Since 2002 |
am working as the business development
officer of the county Rotenburg (Wumme).
Most of my spare time is dedicated to my wife
and our newborn child, and to my hobbies:
singing, basketball, and canoeing in Sweden.
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Ansgar Scherp, 30 years, Research Assistant
in Computer Science: [ finished the study of
computer science in 2001 with the diploma
thesis "process model and development
methodology for virtual laboratories”.

Afterwards | worked for two years at the
University of Oldenburg developing methods

Gerd Hachmoller (Team-Member)

Ansgar Scherp (Team-Member)
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and tools for virtual laboratories. With our
laboratory for genetics engineering we won
the audience award of the MEDIDA-PRIX
contest for media-didactics in higher
education in 2002. Since 2003 | am working
as a research assistant at the research
institute OFFIS on a project called MM4U
(Multimedia for you). The aim of this project is
to develop a software framework for the
dynamic generation of personalized
multimedia content.

Within this project 1 am also writing my PhD
thesis. In my spare time I like meeting and
visiting friends, listen to good music, and

rowing on the nearby-located river.

Introduction

Our GSE-team has been configured at an
assessment centre in Ganderkesee in
September 2003. The GSE to Japan was about
to start in October 2004, so that our team had
about twelve month to prepare for the trip. We
used the time for collecting information on our
host country, producing flyers, business
cards, and coasters (as giveaways), as well as
buying the proper outfit, including ties in
German colors as our "corporate identity". We
also had an appointment with a Japanese /
German couple that invited us to a Sashimi-
Dinner.

After this intensive preparation in our group,
we wondered whether we were already "over-
prepared”, anticipating too many impressions
Japan would offer us. However, these
concerns proved unnecessary. We were
absolutely overwhelmed by the millions of new
impressions we saw on our journey. The
preparation work was just a sneak view
through the keyhole, while the door opened
no sooner than October 25th, 2004:

After a warm welcome at Kansai Airport by a
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delegation of R.C. Nara East, we enjoyed a
week in the "old emperor's town" Nara, filled
with cultural and religious highlights (most
impressive: the Todaiji-temple), as well as
several delighting social events. In our second
host town, Maizuru, we could explore life in a
seaport town, marked by shipyards, military
and fishery, and located in a breath-taking
landscape. Kyoto overwhelmed us with history
and tradition. The emperor's palace and
various temples, shrines, and other sights
were spectacular. The most stirring experience
we had in Hiroshima, where our visit in the
Peace Museum left a big impression on us.
Fukui, located in the far north of Rotary
District 2650, was particularly memorable due
to the family-like atmosphere with which our
host Rotarians shepherded us. The schedule
here was well balanced between high tech,
e.g., visit to a nuclear power plant and the
chip-manufacturer NEC, and tradition, as for
example a Wasi-paper manufacture, a pottery,
and temples. The most pleasurable time
during our journey we enjoyed at the Ryokan-
Hotel near Fukui. Welcomed by several women
in Kimono, we were guided to our traditional
Tatami-suites, changed our clothes in Jukatas,
and enjoyed a wonderful hot spring bath,
before we were invited to a huge traditional
banquet. Thanks to our final host Club in
Otsu, we had the opportunity to eat in the
original Bavarian Gasthaus "Wurzburg", which
amazed us with Sauerkraut and German beer.
Further highlights in Otsu were the Aquarium,
the University and the city administration.

A big Thank Youl! to our hosts, who comforted
and escorted us in the best possible way. The
Rotary clubs we stayed at, organized
outstanding programs for us, packed with
well-organized and diversified cultural and
vocational (and social) highlights.

The Rotary meetings in our host clubs were
always very special occasions to us: We were
surprised by the scope of these meetings and
the wonderful buffets we were offered. Our
team had prepared short presentations about
different aspects of Germany, like history,

POEEORIC, B bid, WLDOLDEL VA
A R hEmERIC. SERZREENA Z4 M (B
bEISRIN: HARSFFh) Tl s hi-h#HERO—
2R LAZ L. AIBbD2HBHDERANZY
YTHhHHMBTIE. b, G- BLEESE
k- HEZ L TR EBDbEEZ LI LFRODHSHE
MO ZHETEEBTEZ L, HZHEEE
EIEMTRIBLZERL £ L, BE8EFL LW
% e<pbe. fivdtds L Mo eRUIEBIT L. IR
ECEALEEDEENLEHRELE L, £
T BICROWEE 2 5 2 1 RS 20 L £
L7z, H2650MX D iIbICH 5 WA TOMEIL.
RAS -a—2)—27S5T7aBHHbORE % &
CRT A LS KEMZFRIAICLYFCEL
By DTLR, CTOAF T 2=, EFAH
FE - F v TREONECANDFHME VI NA T
L, PIATHMRE, WER B X 05RO &
IDBEMEDIERICNT AL BEESATVEL
Fe AT Dt & 28 L O] %2, fHF 0 { D
ARTVTELESE LI EYMESTBADLEIC
FoTEEINT, b RERNAZBHEAEN
S, BRICEEHA, LBV RESBICHGES A
ZHNC, FFELLWIRARER2ELAZF L, &E
OKHEHRCOKA FDBH»FT, b, ¥
97— MFrNBICRAYE—LVTH
feb%Z®H LIz Wurzburgl &5 %) o
NAZNWVEHRTAENGES2FbE L, At
DI BB T4 bIKIEE - KB X 01T
Bl

AHEAMY DG BT 2R LEEAa—}
LTRESOLFAMD/FAZICETHREH LT Z
To A bWHELIcn—R ) =257, k<%
& F D ZRE L2 SUE - BEER (DD 1) N4
4 bhEED LN, bk oHE L Ta s
LML £ L1z,

WlcbDFEA b - 77 70a—2) —fl&i3. v
DY BIcL>TETHRNEBETLL - fAl:
Lid, ChbDEEFBLURMEREBTLLLE
2y 7 zOBIICEEE L, AlcbDF— L.
B, BAY., ZNMBLTTA 7224 V(HI&5
DANZBFNPEBRIENTEI)EVST, B




economics, arts, and lifestyle, which our
audience could choose from. After each
presentation, a short discussion followed on
the presentation's topic as well as any other
aspects of German life, and its differences
with Japanese lifestyle. Quite often, we were
asked about the relationship of married
couples in Germany and whether it was true
that German husbands say, "l love you" to
their wives on a regular basis. It appeared to
us, that this is obviously not common in
Japan. Each meeting started with the German
and the Japanese national anthems, followed
by the Japanese "Rotary song" (which German
Rotarians might not even know). Qur team
performed German folk songs; however,
mostly these performances took place at
welcome parties and not at the official R.C.
meetings.

We discovered that the Japanese really like
singing. Next to national anthems and Rotary
songs, we learned Karaoke and exercised it at
least once a week. After being encouraged by
our Rotarian hosts who performed various
Japanese songs, we sang titles like "Born to be
wild", "Ode to Joy" (Beethoven), or "country
roads", which always was a good laugh.

The various vocational studies were generally
well balanced and very interesting. Several
visits in offices, construction sites,
universities, and administrations gave us a
deeper understanding of the Japanese working
life.

Apart from hundreds of other new
impressions, the Japanese food needs special
emphasis in this report. We were stunned by
the wonderful (though sometimes strange)
dishes we enjoyed at various occasions, be it
in the Rotary Clubs, at restaurants, or in the
host families. It appeared to us, that Japanese
food is indeed very different from European.
Whenever we tried something new, we would
look at each other and wondered whether the
food is "oishi" (=tasty) or "healthy". We
decided that "oishi" applied for most kinds of
sushi, sukiyaki, yakisoba, tempura, and some
sashimi. However, tofu, fried eel-bones, and
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certain kinds of raw seafood were described to
us as being particularly healthy, but most of
us wouldn't put it on the list of our favorite
dishes (---that is, of course, except our team
leader Peter who dared to eat anything the
Japanese cuisine offered).

The following trip diary reports all events,
rotary meetings, and vocational studies, while
the subsequent personal reviews give account
for our individual impressions and life in the
host families.

Finally, we want to say thank you to our
hosts, who comforted and escorted us during
our stay in the best possible way. The Rotary
clubs and the host families we stayed at,
organized outstanding programs for us,
packed with well-organized and diversified
cultural and vocational (and social) highlights.
Furthermore, we would like to give a special
thanks to all our interpreters who were very
supportive during our journey.

Trip diary

25.10.2004 After an eleven hours flight from
Frankfurt to Osaka we ‘arrived in an early
morning and 24 degrees Centigrade at Kansai
Airport. However, in our heads, it was still
1.00 a.m., and in particular Antje suffered
somewhat from the jetlag. A large welcome
committee of local Rotarians, waving the
German and a GSE flag, welcomed us. Then,
we introduced each other at a welcome coffee
at the airport. The Japanese introduction is
characterized by a bow, followed by an
exchange of business cards.

By bus we were transferred to the ancient
capital of Japan, Nara. Japanese traffic was
interesting to us, due to left side-traffic and
beautifully decorated lorries on the highway.
In the afternoon we could relax at the
luxurious garden hotel in Nara where the men
of our group had their first traditional
Japanese bath. This means, first, a proper
washing of the body, followed by a (very) hot
bath.
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26.10.2004 Our first sightseeing tour led us
to Nara Park and the famous Todaiji temple, a
huge wooden building with a 15m Buddha
statue. We were welcomed by lots of deer, the
mascot of Nara, which were freely cruising
around the temple district.

We had a special guided tour and had the
honor to come closer to the Buddha statue
than other tourists. The nose of the statue
measures 50cm in diameter, a measure that
was reproduced by a hole in a pillar in the
temple. Rumor has it, that those who can pass
through this hole will see their dreams come
true. Ansgar (1,93m) made the effort and
passed through the "nose-hole", which made
quite an impression on the tourists
surrounding us.

Afterwards we enjoyed our first original
Japanese lunch, including Sushi, together with
a fine glass of Asahi-Beer on tatami mats
(Japanese straw floor coverings).

In the afternoon we went to the Kasuga Taisha
Shrine, where Peter and the President of R.C.
Nara east, Nakahigashi-san, took part in a
Shinto ceremony, followed by a Shinto dance
performance. Finally, we visited the treasure
house in Nara Park and saw Samurai swords
and huge historical drums.

It was raining the whole day, although Peter
prayed enthusiastically to the Shinto gods.
However, in retrospective, the Todaiji temple
was the most impressive sight of the week and
we enjoyed this first full day in Japan very
much. After we had returned to the hotel, our
host families picked us up for the first home-
stay night.

27.10.2004 On this day, we had our first
vocational study at the Kobain Sumi (Ink Stick)
manufacture. These ink sticks are used for
preparing the ink for traditional Japanese
kanji calligraphic writing. Afterwards, we hat
the chance to test our own Japanese
calligraphic skills, while enjoying a cup of
traditional green tea.

We then visited an art and handicraft center,
where we could try and produce traditional
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pictures on cedar wood. For lunch we went to
a tofu restaurant. Tofu is a very healthy food,
which can be cooked in various different ways.
In the afternoon, a visit of the Buddhist
Daianji temple was on the agenda. We could
participate in a Buddhist ceremony and
enjoyed a cup of green tee with the priest and
members of the Nara Association of Germany
and Japan.

At 6.00 pm we joined the regular Rotary
meeting of R.C. Nara East. National anthems
and the rotary song were performed and
welcome speeches were held. Antje-san gave a
presentation about German history, followed
by a short discussion about issues concerning
the German reunification.

Afterwards, a first class welcome party left a
big impression on us. We enjoyed a rich buffet
and listened to Koto music. A member of R.C.
Nara East even made the effort and welcomed
us in German language. _
Finally, we performed several songs at the
hotel's karaoke bar. First, we sang "born to be
wild" by Steppenwolf, then "like a prayer" from
Madonna was performed by Heike-san and
Antje-san, before the Beatles' "I want to hold
your hand" completed the evening.

28.10.2004 In the morning, we visited Sharp
Electric Co. Ltd. in Tenri, near Nara. We had
a tour through the so-called Memory hall,
where learned about various inventions of the
company founder and the developments of the
last ninety years. The name of the company is
derived from the first invention of the founder,
the ever-sharp pencil.

Then we went to a "100-yen shop" and a
Chinese restaurant for lunch. In the
afternoon, we had an extensive study about
the Japanese police. Amazing: Even in a police
academy, shoes are taken of at the entrance.
The prefectures police center traces back
emergency calls by the telephone number or
the name of house owner, lacking street
names and numbers. We also visited a local
police station and gave an interview to the
local newspaper "Nara Shinbun".
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Finally, the deputy chief executive of the
prefectures administration welcomed us at the
county hall. In the evening we tried to do a
difficult job: We grilled chicken in a Japanese
fast food station, wearing the shop's
professional clothing, which was great fun.

29.10.2004 This day, we visited the
"Watashino Shigotokan", an interactive
museum for vocational orientation for school
children and teenagers. Then we had a walk
through a beautiful Japanese style garden.
Afterwards, we visited the Nara Graduate
School of Science and Technology. In the
evening, the R.C. Nara East gave us a warm-
hearted farewell party. All of us were very sad
to leave our host families, considering the
cordiality and friendliness of our hosts.

30.10.2004 Today we left Nara by train. In
Kyoto station we met the Rotarians from R.C.
Maizuru. We had a lunch and afterwards said
Good Bye to the Rotary members of Nara
East. Then we took a bus to Maizuru, located
northwest of Kyoto at the Japanese coast, and
arrived at 15.00 pm at our hotel. On our way,
we saw several damages on forests and
riverbanks, caused by the typhoon "Tokage"
some days earlier. That evening we had a
wonderful welcome dinner with Rotarians and
our home-stay families of the second week.

31.10.2004 Our first day in Maizuru was very
relaxing, since we had free time all day. We
used the time for writing our trip diary and
made a walk through the shopping mal of
Maizuru East in the afternoon. In the evening,
we had our first stay at our new home-stay
families.

1.11.2004 This day started with a visit to the
Mont Goro sightseeing tower, where we had a
beautiful view over Maizuru Bay and the
mountains around. Then we had a reception
at the mayor of Maizuru, who was busy
coordinating the repairing of the damage,
caused by the typhoon Tokage in the region
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ten days ago.

Afterwards, we visited the red brick museum
next to the city hall. In the afternoon, we had
a very interesting guided tour to the Universal
Shipbuilding Corporation in Maizuru. Here,
military vessels, large bulk carriers, and
different kinds of marine and maintenance
robots were shown. Then we went to the Kirin
Beverage Corporation and got an insight into
the production of ice coffee, ice tea, and
various juices. In the evening, we attended a
private "concert" at the Motoki host family,
where two host mothers performed traditional
Nogaku and Koto music.

2.11.2004 In the morning, we had a "smelly

experience" at the Maizuru fishing
corporation, where we saw the processing of
fish cake. At the fish auction, 200 different
kinds of fishes and shells are sold. At lunch,
we attended the regular meeting of R.C.
Maizuru. After the national anthems, Heike
gave a presentation about German way of live,
festivities, and tradition, followed by a short
discussion. In the afternoon, we were
separated and had our individual vocational
studies. In the evening, Gerd and Ansgar went
to a hot spring and had their first original so-
called Onzen bath in Japan, together with

some Japanese Rotarians.

3.11.2004 This morning, we had an extensive
boat cruise through Maizuru Bay. At our stop
at the entertainment ship El Mar, we took part
in a planetarium show, explaining the "man in
the moon" by fairy tales. After lunch, Gerd
and Ansgar had the possibility to go fishing
for a short while. Then we went to the
Repatriation Center. In this museum, the fate
of the Japanese prisoners of the Second World
War was presented. Pier number 2 was the
place where the prisoners returned home from
Russian working camps.

The last one came home in 1958,

In the evening, we enjoyed for the second time
a Japanese karaoke bar. We had a really good
laugh together with our Rotarian hosts, who
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performed brilliant Japanese songs in funny
costumes. Qur team performed, among others,
the new anthem of the European Union,
Beethoven's "Ode to Joy".

4.11.2004 On this day, we visited the naval
vessel DGG Myoko of the Japanese self-
defense force. After a tour through the ship,
we had the honor to attend a lunch together
with the captain and the admiral. We received
a cap with the vessel's name and a group
photo as a present by the boat's crew. In the
evening, we attended the farewell party of
R.C. Maizuru. Due to the extraordinary
kindness and the effort of our hosts, we were
very sad to leave this beautiful place.

5.11.2004 Early in the morning, we started
our excursion to Hiroshima. We left at 7 a.m.
our hotel and traveled to Kyoto by train. It
was a tearful farewell from our host families.
In Kyoto, we met some of the Rotarians of our
next Club, Suzaku. We had a Korean lunch
and afterwards we continued our journey with
the famous Japanese high-speed train
Shinkansen to Hiroshima. In contrast to the
German Bundesbahn, we could rely on the
punctuality of the Japanese Shinkansen and
could set the time of our watches on it.
Several aspects of this train were amazing:
Although we reached a maximum speed of 300
km/h, the train went smoothly. In addition, the
trains were remarkably clean and had no
graffiti. In the train, we could choose

between a Japanese-style toilet and a western
style. The ticket inspector was bowing when
entering and leaving the coach of the
Shinkansen. During our travel, we saw one
city after the other, not being able to
recognize where one ends and the other
starts. Having arrived in Hiroshima, we visited
the Miyajima temple area, which was being
repaired after damages by the typhoon. From
our hotel rooms we had a wonderful view
(19th floor) on the lights of the city.

6.11.2004 On this very sunny day, we visited
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the Atomic Bomb Museum in Hiroshima, which
left a powerful impression on us. The
individual fait of the various victims, which
were told in the museum, gave us a shocking
image about the extent of the destruction and
the losses of lives. Leaving the museum, each
of us had a lump in his/her throat. We walked
through the Peace Park, saw the famous A-
Bomb Dome, and Peter rang the Peace Bell.
On our way back to Kyoto, we took for the
second time the Shinkansen, for a change, the
latest model type "700". In the evening, we
had a welcome dinner with our new host
families in Kyoto.

7.11.2004 We took the chance to see famous
Kyoto emperor palace, in a queue with some
thousand Japanese visitors. Afterwards, we
made an extensive walk downtown in Kyoto,
followed by a walk through a very long
shopping mall. Here, dried small fishes were
offered for snacks or use in soups. These
fishes were supposed to be very "healthy"
indeed, however, we refrained from buying
them. In the evening, we had a nice welcome
dinner in a traditional Japanese restaurant.
We were offered nice decorated Sashimi,
other traditional Japanese food, and loads of
beer.

8.11.2004 Once again we had to move with
our luggage to our host families. Our first visit
for this day was the Horiba Company, which
produces various devices for measuring
exhaust gases and other purposes. Here, Gerd
found out, that his wedding ring contains 69
percent pure gold and 6 percent copper. We
had a traditional lunch, which was completed
by a medium fried steak, original German beer
and white wine. In the afternoon, we visited
Japan's largest and oldest Sake brewery,
Gekkeikan (360 years old). Sake is a
traditional Japanese wine, which is made of
rice only (we enjoyed it very much ;-).

9.11.2004 This day was dominated by an
extensive sightseeing bus tour through Kyoto.
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The translation of Kyoto is "capital
metropolis’, which corresponds to the city's
history, having been the capital of Japan from
784 to 1868. With our Japanese guide, we
first visited the Nijo castle. This castle has
"whispering floors", which had the function to
be an alarm system for the Shogun and his
concubines. Then we saw the Golden Pavilion,
the imperial palace (for the second time), the
Hejan shrine, and the Sanjosangendo temple,
which exhibits 1001 Buddha statues. Finally,
we visited the Kiyomizu temple, where visitors
drink sacred water to fulfill their whishes for
beauty, wisdom, or youth. This was a very hot
day with 25 degree Celsius.

10.11.2004 On the next day, we visited the
Goethe Institute in Kyoto and were welcomed
by the director. At lunch, we participated in
the local Rotary meeting, enjoyed a western
style lunch and a speech by Heike about
German lifestyle. In the afternoon, we visited a
certified public account (CPA) office and an
academy for training of CPAs.

11.11.2004 In the morning, we visited the
district court and participated in two legal
proceedings. After lunch, we drove to a
construction site and saw Kyoto from the
underground. Then we were shown a law
office and a digital library of judgments. On
this, Gerd was participated in a vocational
study on his own and saw the prefectures
business development office and a technology
park. While Gerd had the honor to sit on the
same chair, where the emperor was sitting two
years ago for the New Year's celebration,
Antje and Ansgar sat down on the judge's
chairs.

12.11.2004 This day, we traveled by train
along Lake Biwa and beautiful mountains to
Fukui, our next stop. At the train station a
large Rotarian committee welcomed us. On the
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same evening we participated in the regular
Rotary meeting of R.C. Fukui Phoenix and
Gerd gave a presentation about economic
development in Germany.

13.11.2004 The second day in Fukui, we
visited the paper manufacture in Madate,
where the traditional Wasi paper is produced
from bast in a handmade manner. Here, we
made our own postcards of Wasi paper. In the
afternoon, we were producing pottery in the
Echizen ceramics art village. We created
different vases, bowls, and individuals arts.
(While working with the clay, Peter sprayed
his shirt with dirty water, ts ts--- ;-). Before we
returned home to our host families, we went
shopping in a 100 Yen Shop, were Gerd and
Ansgar tried out the latest "Christmas
fashion".

14.11.2004 Originally, this day was supposed
to be our free day, but we changed it to our
"family day". In the morning, we were at a
dinosaur museum, where we saw exhibits of
the Fukui raptor, named after the city of
Fukui. For lunch, we went into the mountains
and had a Korean style barbeque. In the
afternoon, we went to visit the most famous
Buddhist temple in Japan, the Eiheiji. In this
temple, many young people study Zen, a
special kind of Buddhism. The trees around
the temple were the largest we had ever seen.
They are round about 500 years old.

15.11.2004 This morning, we participated in
a guided tour through the fast breed reactor
of the Monju nuclear power plant. This
nuclear reactor is mainly used for research
purposes in the

to gain experience

construction of fast breed reactors.

Afterwards, we visited the Taiho optical
factory, which produces frames for glasses.
Sixty percent of the production is exported,
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for example, to European contractors like
Rodenstock and Eschenbach.

In the late afternoon, we were given a
beginners course in a Sushi restaurant and
tried our best to make proper and picturesque
pieces of Sushi. There, we also learned how
to eat the famous and very expensive Echizen
crap. For Japanese people (and also for
Peter), it is very delicious, to drink sake out of
the crap's head.

16.11.2004 This day, we first visited the
prefectures police headquarter. More
precisely, this was a center for forensic and
technical investigation of crime. We also
witnessed the detection of lies by a device,
measuring body functions (in German:
Lugendetektor). In contrast to Germany, the
results can be used in Japan to sentence
suspicious people. Then we visited the tax
office (Finanzamt) of Fukui prefecture. We
surprised that Japanese tax offices have a
public relations unit to reinforce the attitude
of citizens to pay taxes. In addition, the tax
offices in Japan have also a consulting and
information function to help the citizens to fill
out the tax returns.

In the afternoon, we saw a construction site of
Asahara Company for sewage pipes.
Unfortunately, Ansgar caught a cold the day
before and hence took a rest at the bus during
the visit at the construction site. Finally, we
visited the Nippon Electronic Corporation
(NEC) and joined in a speech about
environmental friendly production of
integrated circuits. This factory reflected our
image about Japan, being a location for highly
sophisticated high-tech production.

For dinner, we had Yakitori together with our
host families and other Rotarians at our hotel.

17.11.2004 At our last day in Fukui, we had
the opportunity to go shopping in the huge
shopping mal COPA and went to a Chinese
restaurant for lunch. The weather was
extraordinarily good on this day and we had a
relaxing cup of coffee in front of a Starbuck
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cafe.

In the afternoon, we visited the oldest wooden
castle in Japan, Maruoka-Jo. This was very
exiting, especially for those of us, who were
fascinated by the Samurai. Here, we felt like
Samurai warriors and enjoyed a nice view
from the watchtower on the Fukui valley.

At our way back to Fukui city, we discovered
that Heike and Ansgar like Kenkera cookies,
but for the rest of the pack they tasted to
"healthy". Back in Fukui, a big surprise waited
for us. For our last night, we could stay in a
luxurious traditional style hotel (Ryokan),
where women in Kimono welcomed us. Our
"rooms" turned out to be apartments which
were composed of four rooms, including our
own kitchen and a terrace, providing access to
a very beautiful Japanese style garden. The
women in Kimono immediately provided us
with Jukata, turning us into regular Japanese.
Then we had an extensive Onzen bath and felt
very relaxed afterwards. Then, we were
surprised for a second time: OQur Rotarian
friends prepared a great Japanese banquet in
a big Tatami hall, Ohiroma. We never felt
more deeply embedded in the Japanese
culture and

tradition. More than 30 people dining in
Jukatas, Koto music, a Mai-dance performance
by a Rotary member, loads of Sashimi,
Karaoke singing and outstanding service by
the hotel staff made this evening a very special
farewell party for us.

We performed our songs "Dat Du min leevsten

"

bus" and "Die Gedanken sind frei", and
expressed our thanks to the host families and
the Rotary Club. After the dinner, the
President of the Phoenix Rotary Club and
Peter made a round and served each guest
beer and sake, following a Japanese custom.

The next morning, we enjoyed a Japanese
breakfast together with our Japanese hosts

and departed from Fukui by bus.

18.11.2004 This day, we traveled to Otsu by
Bus. We had a nice lunch with a view on the
Lake Biwa. In the evening, Ansgar had his
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presentation at the regular Rotary meeting
about classical art and culture in Germany.
Furthermore, we got to know our host
families.

19.11.2004 First, we visited the city hall and
collected information about the development
of the city of Otsu.

Then, we were welcomed by the mayor of
Otsu and discussed the cities' measures to
foster economic development in the city. After
that, we gained insight into the information
system infrastructure of the city.

Our next visit was at the Otsu police office,
where, among others, the driving license tests
are pursued.

For lunch, we went to a real German
restaurant, called "Wurzburg". This restaurant
was build by the German partner city of Otsu,
Wurzburg, which was a nice surprise for us.
We had "Kassler" and "Sauerkraut" and
original "Weisbier" for drinks. We were told
that the cooks of the restaurant were trained
by original Wurzburg cooks, to turn the
restaurant's atmosphere into a true German
"Gasthaus".

In the afternoon, we visited the Int.
Environment Technology Center. Afterwards,
we enjoyed a tour through the enclosed Lake
Biwa Museum and its aquariums. In the
evening, we had our first home-stay in Otsu.

20.11.2004 This day, we traveled to Tsuruga,
in order to take part in the Rotary District
conference. There, we gave a short
presentation about our GSE to Japan so far.
In the evening, we participated in a huge
Rotary conference dinner and Gerd and
Ansgar had once more a traditional hot spring
bath.

21.11.2004 On the second day of the Rotary
convention, about 3.000 Rotarians attended
the assembly. We were surprised by the size
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of the meeting and the effort, which the
organizers made: A huge stage, two large
video screens, and a setting like a television
show.

We saw a one-hour presentation about the
district's development aid project. Then we
had a sightseeing tour to Mikata-Goko, a
region at the coast, comprised of five lakes.
We climbed a mountain with a funicular, and
had an extraordinary nice view on the
beautiful landscape, the lakes and the
"[chizen", the Japanese Sea. On this site, some
hundred thousands of small locks were
attached to the handrail chains, each
representing a wish from a visitor.

For lunch we had grilled eel, seamed rice in a
traditional Japanese manner. As snacks, fried
eel-bones were offered and each of us had the
guts to try some.

In the afternoon, we saw the Kehi-Shrine and
some of us visited a fish pastry production
plant, while the rest took a nap in the bus.

22.11.2004 Back in Otsu, the next morning
we visited the "Toray" factory, a lot of
different manufacturing plants under one roof.
Some branches are worldwide renown.

In the afternoon we got a general view on the
activities of the RITS University. Most
impressive for us were the nanotechnology
with its applicability, the robotic technology,
and the information systems.

After sunset we visited the Momji Shrine and
we were deeply impressed about the beauty of
the illuminated shrine and the gates belonging
to it.

The highlight of the day was the karate
performance and the samurai sword
performance (katana). We were astonished
about the skill of the "samurai-warrior" and
the sharpness of the sword, cutting thick
tatami-rolls like paper.

23.11.2004 This day was without an official
programme, due to a bank holiday. In the
morning we had a walk at the lakeside. It was
beautiful, pleasant warm, the sun was shining,
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and we enjoyed the nice atmosphere at lake
Biwa.

In the afternoon we had the chance to buy
Jukatas and learned the proper way to tie a
beautiful knot with the fabric belt on the back.
Unfortunately, that was our last day in Otsu,
and we had our last Farewell Party. Sadly, we
had to say good-bye to our hosts who had
cared for us so well.

However, our Japanese hosts helped us to
subdue our sadness with a wonderful meal
(here, for the first time, we were served Funa-
Sushi!) many drinks, nice music, and a funny
interview about our impressions about Japan.

24.11.2004 On this day, Rotarians from the
district, led by our good friend Kimura-san,
came to see us, brought us to Osaka and to
Kansai Airport.

In Osaka we made an extensive shopping tour
to buy souvenirs. The lunch we enjoyed that
day, was outstanding: We visited an [talian
Restaurant in the 36th floor of the Swissotel
in the centre of Osaka. While the food was
just excellent, the prospect of the metropolis
of Osaka was breathtaking. Up to the horizon
of each direction we would see only urban
area, no trees, and no mountains.

After a walk through downtown Osaka, we
took a futuristic looking train to Kansai
Airport and entered the Airport Hotel. (It has
to be said, the Japanese really know how to
supply railroad trains with stylish looks, and
that holds true not only for the various shapes
of the "Shinkansen".) Before we spent our last
night in the hotel, we had one more dinner
with our friends from the district. It was a
memorable evening indeed. Until late at night
we talked about our experiences in Japan,
differences to Germany, and how good our
hosts shepherd us during our journey in
Japan.

25.11.2005 The next morning we took our
last Japanese breakfast. It was difficult to fully
express our gratitude, to say good-bye, to say
how beautiful, how unforgettable the time was
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in Japan, and how great our Japanese hosts
organized the whole trip. At 10 past 10 a.m.,
our plain took off and we started into a very
long day, filled with warm memories of a
country far in the east.

Team member's individual reports

Report Peter Moller

My first visit to Japan was in 1998. I stayed
one week in Tokyo and took part in
excursions in and around Tokio. | was so
fascinated by this country that I decided to
come back as soon as possible.

In 2003, 1 got the chance to do so through
Rotary. Fortunately we ? the team and me ?
had nearly one year time to prepare for our
trip. When we started, we were full of
theoretic knowledge and anxious to meet the
people for real, see the country, experience in
the culture, and the way of life.

When we arrived in Japan, we were greeted by
several Rotarians who were to become close
friends over the next 5 weeks.

Our adventure began in the city of Nara,
hosted by the Rotary Club Nara East. Our
first night we spent in the luxurious Garden
Hotel, where 1 had my first traditional
Japanese bath. While being in Nara, we were
taken to many temples and shrines; the most
memorable was the Todaiji where we saw the
giant Buddha statue. [ was also taken to a
Karaoke Bar ? for the first time in my life!

The Maizuru Rotary Club was our next host
club. Maizuru is situated in a lovely landscape
at the coast. We could still see the demolition
caused by the last typhoon. I will never forget
our visit to the Repatriation Centre; the
exhibition and the fact that the last prisoners
of World War 2 returned in 1958. During our
visit on Mount Goro and through an extensive
boats cruise we could admire the beautiful
environment, and could see that there is also
industry. A big surprise was the visit on the
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vessel DGG Myoko of the Japanese Self-
defence Force.

Hiroshima was our next destination. [ cannot
express my feelings in words as we visited the
Atom-Bomb-Museum. 1 was reminded of the
2nd world war in Germany.

Similar devastation, similar misfortune, the
same sorrow, the same inferno, terrible! We
agreed that all leaders of those countries who
posses nuclear weapons should visit this
museum. We were also impressed how
Hiroshima has been reconstructed during the
last 60 years.

Our next host Rotary Club was Kyoto Suzaku.
For me, Kyoto is indeed the cultural centre of
Japan, were 1000 years as emperor's
residence has left its marks. The emperor's
palace, various shrines, temples, and other
historical buildings gave a deep impression of
former times. On the one hand it is a
traditional town and on the other a modern
one. During our stay the sun was always
shining, in my memories Kyoto is the
"sunshine city".

With the "Super express train" Thunder Bird,
we reached our next destination: The R. C
Phoenix in Fukui. After 3 weeks | thought I
could already understand completely the
Japanese people, but than [ was again
impressed anew. In the Onsen Ryokan I felt
like I was in a dream: the remarkably good
service, the old building, the Rotary meeting
with koto music performances, and dance
After the official part of the meeting I had the
chance to enjoy individual drinks and small
talk with all guests (nearly 50 persons! - a
difficult task.) In addition to our diversified
official program we also had family trips to the
dinosaur museum, and a grill party in the
mountains ? very relaxing in a time packed
with sightseeing! Finally, 1 now can help my
wife in the kitchen: In Fukui, learned to make
Sushi.

Our last stop was the R.C. Karahashi in Otsu.
Otsu is situated on the shore of Lake Biwa
surrounded by hills; a lovely town, with a
historical bridge: the Karahashi Bridge. We
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visited the city administration and had various
interesting vocational studies. We also had the
chance to go sightseeing in and around Otsu.
Unfortunately, our visit to Otsu was cut short
because of our required attendance at the
District Conference in Tsuruga.

In Tsuruga we participated in the District
Conference. We introduced ourselves, gave a
short

presentation and reported our impressions of
our stay in Japan. In the evening we met
nearly 1000 Rotarians and guests for a
Rotarian dinner. | was deeply impressed by
the fantastic organisation!

And then came our most difficult moment, our
departure. Our Rotarian friends from the
district joined us on our way to Osaka and
cheered us up with a pleasant evening in the
airport hotel where we had a last drink before
the flight.

As 1 look back on this wonderful experience, |
am most grateful for the sincere hospitality,
the warmth, and more important the constant
sense of humour! I particularly enjoyed the
opportunity to experience a different culture
and never to feel like a stranger, thank you
all!

During my stay in Japan, I felt as if | were in a
beautiful film that I hoped would never end.

Report Antje Bresnick

My boss is a Rotarian and he asked me,
whether | wanted to apply for this GSE-
Program.

Immediately | said "Yes". [ thought this would
be an exciting way to travel to a completely
foreign country. | saw this GSE to be a "once
in a lifetime" chance. I did not want to let this
opportunity pass. | was not just looking
forward to sights and culture of your country,
but also to the prospect of getting to know the
people in a more intense way than as a
tourist.

Our team spent almost a year to get prepared
for this stay, the country and your culture.
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And still, this journey exceeded all my
expectations by far. Each Rotary Club spared
no efforts, so that this journey to Japan will
remain unforgettable for me. Each club
surprised us anew, so that every week was
thrilling and exciting. We visited temples, for
example the Todaiji temple in Nara Park,
Eiheiji temple near Fukui, and the
Sanjosangendo, which exhibits 1001 Buddha
statues. We saw the emperor palace, the
Golden Pavilion, the Nijo castle, and the
oldest wooden castle, the Maruoka. These
objects of interest left an overwhelming
impression with me, especially, because | got
such an in-depth view into the centuries of old
history in Japan. Not only did we visit many
companies, like Sharp, Kirin and Horiba, but
also the Lake Biwa Museum and its
aquariums, the naval vessel DGG Myoko and
the largest and oldest Sake brewery,
Gekkeikan. The numerous impressions of each
day were so plentiful and exciting that they
were almost too much to be processed.

[ took much pleasure in our "hands-on"
experiences. We made pottery and postcards
of Wasi paper and tested our Japanese
calligraphic skills. Furthermore we grilled
chicken and tried to make sushi. Afterwards
we still sat together with our guest Rotarians
and their family members and spent a few
joyful hours. These two and also all the many
other evenings which we spent together, were
so very special for me. I had the feeling to
spend a cozy and nice evening with friends. |
enjoyed this unbelievably friendly and warm
atmosphere very much.

| found our excursion to Hiroshima very
interesting. The visit to the Atomic Bomb
Museum was a must and belonged to this
journey. Spending time in this memorial place
is more expressive and more informative than
everything else that you learn about it at
school. | consider it very important that there
are such places, so that respect can be paid to
the victims. Thank you for this opportunity.
Still something else impressed me.

When [ entered my hotel room in the evening
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and pulled aside the curtains, I found the
skyline of this city to be unbelievably
impressive. Since we had another hour to
spare before dinner, | made myself
comfortable in an armchair in front of the
window, so that this wonderful picture could
make a lasting impression on me. | have never
before been in such a large city and, | cannot
not say why, but Hiroshima made me feel
unbelievably peaceful, no matter which time of
the day.

Also the vocational studies were very
interesting and worthwhile for me. I learned
something about the Japanese tax law and I
saw offices of tax accountants and tax offices
from the inside. In one of these tax offices was
an exhibition of pictures, which were painted
by children. These pictures showed what the
state uses the taxes for. We were told, that
once a year a kind of commemoration week is
spent in Japan. During this week the taxpayers
are reminded, that the state does not only
take the taxes, but also uses it for things that
every inhabitant makes use of. The pictures
showed police men, streets, and bridges for
example.

[ know that tax and the use there of is always
a topic of discussion in every country, so |
think it is a good idea to make its use obvious
by reminding people with exhibitions like the
one we attended.

The people of this country made the biggest
impression on me however. They all were so
friendly and cordial, that at no time I felt
uncomfortable or like a stranger. A big thanks
to the Rotary members, who took time off for
us and accompanied us during these days.
And thank you very much for the complex
organization of the brilliant program.

[ want to give my very special thanks to my
host families, who welcomed me to their
homes as if I belonged to the family. Thank
you for the cozy accommodations, the
delicious meals, transportation to and from
meeting places and the nice gatherings in the
evenings. Above all, however, thank you for
the confidence and trust put into us ?
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complete strangers ? by opening the door to
your homes and hearts. This made it possible
for us to experience a completely different
culture first hand. 1 would never have thought
it possible to develop closeness in such a
short amount of time. This made it difficult for
me to say good bye to all of you each and
every time.

I am grateful for this unique experience, which
| was allowed to make. By communicating my
experience to family, friends, colleagues, and
other Rotarians at home | have already spread
curiosity and interest for your country.

Report Heike Hansjtirgens

?Rotary?" ? "Yes, Rotary International!"
"GSE?" ? Yes, Group Study Exchange!"
"Japan?" ? "Yes, | am really going to see Japan
? on the other side of the world!"

"Host Family?" ? "Yes, we are going to stay in
private homes with Japanese families."

"So, you are excited?" ? "Yes, | am indeed:---."

Before October 2004, nearly everyone in my
environment asked me these questions and,
being proud to be a team member, I told them
everything they want to know (and sometimes
a little bit more).

After this exchange, I am frequently asked,
"How did you like Japan?"

Not able to answer this question in a short
way and describe all my impressions and
experiences, everyone who asked me got a
different answer.

As for my mother, she was very interested
about my hosts:

For me, it was the most important aspect of
this exchange to visit private homes and get to
know the families.

In each family | learned something new about
Japanese lifestyle. For example, you have to
change your shoes twice in a Japanese house
? first, entering the house, and second, before
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entering the rest room. Finally, in rooms with
tatami mats, you don't wear any shoes.
However, not only these everyday-aspects of
live were shown to me, but also some special
things like wearing a kimono, the tea
ceremony, a rock concert, traditional
Japanese music, origami, kendo, -+ All the
families, 1 had the chance to stay with, were
wonderful to me.

My dad was interested in another aspect of
this trip ? food!

Japanese food ? a complete survey would fill
hundreds of pages. For a lot of German
people it seemed to be a little bit strange to
have rice all day or eat raw fish, but I really
enjoyed the Japanese food. Each day, we were
offered wonderful menus and, sometimes |
didn't even know what exactly was between
my chopsticks.

However, back in Germany, I now miss a lot of
these things I had eaten in Japan. | also
learned a nice gesture during the various
Welcome Parties and Farewell Parties: It's
very polite to fill the glass of your neighbor at
the table, and he or she will be happy to fill
yours in return. [ think, I will introduce this
custom in Germany.

What will I answer to my colleagues?

Each host clubs organized interesting
vocational studies for each team member. |
visited some building sites and a planning
office. In Maizuru for example, my vocational
study was a very exciting afternoon. After a
short introduction about a new harbor in the
Bay of Maizuru, we made a boat trip to the
other side of the bay to visit a tunnel under
construction. Other vocational studies, not
directed to me as a civil engineer, gave me a
good impression about the Japanese economy
and working life, too.

The first thing | told my grandmother was
about the old culture and the wonderful sights
we visited during the exchange. Being guests
of the Rotary Club of Kyoto, we enjoyed a
guided sight seeing tour, where we stepped on
chirping floor, watched 1001 golden Buddhas
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and walked through a garden in Japanese
style.

Nearly everywhere we had gone, we noticed
old and traditional buildings, temples, and
shrines. Apart from the medieval times, it was
also very interesting for me to learn something
about the younger history of Japan, too (Atom
Bomb Museum, Repatriation Memorial
Museum).

How may 1 give a short overview about my
experiences to a German Rotarian?

During our trip, we stayed in five different
towns, were guests of five different clubs and
took part in regular club meetings. Together
with our dear Rotarians of the club Otsu
Karahashi, we traveled to the biggest event in
the Rotary Year, the District Conference. |
was very impressed by this big meeting of
more than 3000 Rotarians in a gigantic hall.
To my brother: You think a lot of Japanese
like to use high tech in their every day lives?
? It is true: Nearly everywhere we went, | saw
people using mobile phones of the latest
fashion. Traveling by car, | always could
watch TV or had a look on a navigation
system. Finally, I think it was more than
coincidence, that all of our team had Japanese
cameras.

You think, Japan is a country with many high-
tech electronic industries? ? Yes indeed: The
Rotary Clubs of Nara and Fukui made it
possible for us to have a look on this industry.
We visited a plant of the NEC Corporation in
Fukui and, near Nara, we had the chance to
walk through the Memorial Hall of Sharp
Electronic.

Stories for my best friend? Of course she is
curious about Japanese clothes?!

For me, it was a little bit strange to see a
woman wearing a modern business dress
sitting in a train next to a woman wearing a
kimono. [ learned that a kimono is more than
a traditional garb, which the women in former
times had worn. It was a very exciting
experience to see this style existing next to the
modern dresses.

[ recognized this coexistence of old and new in
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a lot of situations in Japan. For example, when
[ surfed in the World Wide Web sitting on
tatami, or when I watched a Buddhist monk
changing business cards. To see this
combination of modern lifestyle and tradition
- all this changed my view to our own
traditions in Germany, and their importance in
our every day lives.
My boy friend didn't ask anything. (---at first,
that is). He was just happy that five weeks had
passed by. I think, five weeks were a very
short time to get to know Japan, but it was
enough time to get a small impression about
this amazing country and its inhabitants, and
it took my delight to get to know more about
it.
And my answer to all the people who made
this exchange possible? - THANK YOU!

Report Gerd Hachmoller

The chance to participate in GSE was given to
me after my wife and | had moved to
Rotenburg (Wiimme) and [ had started my new
job as the business development officer of the
county Rotenburg (Wumme). Our new
neighbor, being a Rotarian, told me about
GSE and asked me whether I was interested. |
knew, | would be leaving behind my wife and
our newborn son, but I did not hesitate to
apply and, furthermore, signed in for the next
Japanese language class at the evening school.
In retrospective, the first week in Nara was the
most impressive time during my stay in Japan,
probably due to the fact that everything was
new to me and each day seemed to last as
long as a week. I will never forget our visit at
the Sharp Company, at the leading edge of
high tech electronics, or the laugh we had that
afternoon in the Yakitori Restaurant. In our
second host town, the seaport Maizuru, I
particularly enjoyed our visit at the naval
vessel JDS Myoko, and the spontaneous visit
of the Onsen with Ansgar and our host
fathers. Kyoto fascinated me by its long
history as the emperor's seat. The emperor's
palace and various temples, shrines, and other
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sights were spectacular. In Fukui, the
excursions to a Buddhist centre, a dinosaur
museum, a sushi-bar, a traditional paper
manufacture and a pottery, somehow all had
the characteristic of nice and easy family
trips, which I really enjoyed. Furthermore, |
will never forget the Onsen Ryokan near
Fukui. The wonderful food, the drinks, the
remarkable good service and the outstanding
music performances we enjoyed that evening
were just unbelievable. (With the "outstanding
music performances", of course, | refer to the
Koto music and traditional singing we
witnessed during our dinner and not to our
international Karaoke-session later that
evening.) In Otsu, | particularly enjoyed the
Bavarian Gasthaus "Wurzburg", as well as the
visit at the city administration and the nice
evenings in the host families and restaurants.
The deepest impression in my heart left our
visit in Hiroshima. The pictures and exhibits in
the Peace Museum, as well as the many
stories of individual lots, were unbearably sad.
When [ left the museum and we rang the peace
bell, I was deeply touched about the tragedy,
which came upon this city. Back in the
beautiful and huge city of Hiroshima, it was
hard to believe that only 60 years ago, the
whole area was flattened and burned.

Have you seen the TV-movie "Shogun" with
Richard Chamberlain in the early 1980's?
During my stay in Japan | was reminded quite
often on this movie, and, being interested in
Japanese history and traditions, | was stunned
when my accommodation in my first home-stay
family was so traditional Japanese: | was
welcomed by my host parents with a green tea
which we enjoyed kneeling on the floor,
before they offered me a hot bath and put me
into Japanese clothing. My room had paper
walls, tatami-mats, a futon-bed on the floor,
and beautiful Japanese decoration in each
corner. In the first night | dreamed of me
being "Anjin-san" in the castle of "Toranaga-
sama". However, so much more was yet to
come: In the following weeks | would see
various medieval castles, watch a Samurai-
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sword performance, see museums with
Samurai armors and weapons, and even meet
a successor of a real Daimyo (=Samurai
count/earl).

A hobby of mine, which I obviously share with
most Japanese, is singing. We used to sing
with our hosts not only at Rotary meetings,
but also at the more "informal" meetings later
in the evenings, be it in the host families, or at
Karaoke bars. Towards the end of my stay in
Japan, and after various "training sessions" in
Karaoke bars, | was even able to sing a
Japanese song from the 1970's ("Sayonara...")
together with my hosts. Well, okay... some
beer and sake has also been involved in the
process.

As for my vocational studies, it proved quite
difficult for my hosts to find a match to my
profession as a business development officer.
[n fact, I found out that public administration
in Japan, including economic development
departments, is organized somewhat different
from Germany and its sub-regions. However,
thanks to Mr. Akashi from Kyoto, | had the
opportunity to talk to governmental bodies in
Kyoto who were concerned with economic
development in their region. This was a really
interesting experience to me and I am deeply
grateful to Mr. Akashi to have organized this
day for me.

My host families were magnificent! [ was
welcomed as if | was a member of the family
and [ am deeply grateful for the great
hospitality I enjoyed. I was served a broad
variety of delicious food and drinks, and had
any comfort I could think of. To me, the
Japanese food was one of the most alien
features of our host country.

Compared to our team leader, Peter, who ate
literally everything the Japanese cuisine
offered us, I admit | was a chicken sometimes:
Raw octopus, nato or funa-sushi (fermented
fish) was not my cup of tea.

My host families also explained various
aspects of Japanese culture to me, and the
role this culture plays in every day's life in
Japan. | had very interesting conversations
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about the tea ceremony, gender issues, the
Japanese cuisine, Japanese communication
codes, and the harmony between Buddhism
and Shintoism.

Furthermore, I will never forget Hide and Hiro
(in my home-stay family in Fukui), who not
only shared their computer games but became
like brothers to me, or the Nohgaku lesson,
which Yasuyo-san gave me in my Nara home-
stay family. Good "Kimochi" expresses best the
way [ felt in the families, and I hope that one
day | can pay back some of the hospitality
which [ enjoyed.

I admit it: I did have some cliches about the
Japanese: Diligent, friendly, honest, always in
groups... What was not on my list however,
but which proofed to be essential
characteristics of our hosts: warm-hearted,
extraordinary hospitable, individual, and
equipped with a good sense of humor.

Taking a more critical perspective on our host
county, | must remark: 1.) Why are all the
guest slippers in public buildings children
size? 2.) I do not think that "Gerd" and "Geld"
are the same words. Watch the spelling of the
third character. 3.) Personally, | still consider
it worthwhile to fry or cook octopus before
eating it. 4.) If an animal is dead for more
than two years ('funa-sushi'), why don't you
let its soul rest in peace!? ;-)

What did [ take home from this trip? Three
kilograms more (due to the delicious Japanese
beer, I suppose), lots of wonderful memories,
5200 pictures on DVD, and a fresh look to my
home country: How can we Europeans call
ourselves a civilized society without warmed
toilet seats and automatic bidets? Why have I
always had my bath ten degrees too cool
before I came to Japan? Finally: 1 really need
to learn German folk songs! (It is so
embarrassing when a Japanese asks you to
join him singing the "Lorelei" and you, being a
German, don't know the text!)
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Report Ansgar Scherp

The possibility to participate in the Rotary's
GSE programme was given to me by my boss.
Driven by my expectations and inner nosiness
about Japan, | decided to apply for the GSE
and felt very pleased, when I was selected to
be a member of the team.

In the following twelve month of preparation
for this trip, I gained a lot of knowledge about
Japanese habits and way of living. | signed in
for a Japanese language class at the evening
school, where [ tried myself in learning some
Hiragana and later some Katakana character. |
also gained first practical experiences with
eating typical Japanese food (sushi and
sashimi) by using chopsticks.

After this extensive preparation, | felt very
happy, when we finally arrived in October
2004 in Japan and our exchange began.
Straight from the beginning of our trip, we
were visiting breath-taking sights. Most
impressive to me were the Todaiji temple in
Nara, sightseeing at Mt. Goro in Maizuru, the
emperor's palace garden, golden pavilion, and
Nijo castle with its "whispering floor" in Kyoto,
the Maruoka castle and Eiheiji temple in
Fukui, and last but not least the illuminated
Momiji shrine in Otsu.

For my professional experience, we visited the
Graduate School of Science and Technology
in Nara and the Techno Complex of the
Ritsumeikan University in Otsu. We also
visited Horiba Co. Ltd. in Kyoto, the computer
chip manufacturer Sharp Electric Co. Ltd in
Nara and NEC Electric Fukui Factory, and in
Maizuru | had a videoconference to some
students of the University of Kyoto.

Besides these vocational studies and the
visiting of the very impressing sights, the most
important aspect of the exchange was to
experience the way of life in Japanese families
by my own: Sleeping in a traditional Tatami-
room on a Futon, taking a hot bath each
evening, and waking up in the morning with a
friendly "o-hajo gozaimasu" together with an
expensively prepared breakfast. This was
really an once-in-a-lifetime chance that has
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been offered to us and I enjoyed every single
day and night of it.

Before the exchange, my knowledge about
Japan was mainly shaped by movies like
"Shogun", "Last Samurai’, and "Lost in
Translation". After gaining a direct insight into
the Japanese culture by the GSE programme, |
feel a lot of things confirmed, e.g., the
hospitality of the Japanese people is
tremendous, the general development and
implementation of technology is very high
(home entertainment, car navigation systems,
speaking elevators, doors open automatically
almost everywhere), and the food is sometimes
very strange. However, in regard of the food
for example, 1 was very surprised how tasty it
is and that [ liked almost everything.
Consequently, at the end of the exchange, |
got 3 kilos more to bring home ;-). | also
admire how humorous the Japanese people
are. They always like to laugh and to make
jokes to each other. I really liked that very
much and whish, that German people would
do that also.

Unfortunately, [ cannot write down all of my
single impressions during the five weeks in
Japan, because this would will an entire book.
Hence, I like to point out some flashlights in
the following:

Some of you wondered that [ really got trough
the Buddha's "nose" in Nara. But I'm honest:
In the end of the trip [ wouldn't be able to do
this anymore due to my extra kilos ;-). I also
enjoyed grilling chicken on my own at the
Yakitori restaurant very much. [ wear the
shop's clothes for cooking at home now. In
Maizuru, | went out for dinner to a sushi
restaurant with my host family and tried for
the first time to make sushi on my own.
However, 1 still try to persuade my girlfriend
to share this skill with me :-). The visit to the
Atom-Bomb-Museum in Hiroshima (which I
think should be mandatory for everyone who
does such a trip to Japan) left a very
unsettling and distorting impression on me. |
can only repeat Peter's two words, "Never
again!". What still keeps me wondering is what
kind of literature my host mother in Kyoto
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really writes and if my Japanese will ever be
good enough to read them ;-). The Onsen
Ryokan not only left the biggest impression
about Fukui on me, but also attracts most of
the people's attention when I show our
pictures from Japan at home. In regard of this

hotel, [ totally agree with Gerd: an
unbelievable evening. I'm still very impressed
about my host father's skill in German

language in Otsu and (you could not know
that of course) | really like illuminated things,
so that besides the beauty of the lake Biwa, |
always remember the illuminated Momiji
shrine when 1 think about our last week in
Japan.

Also a very special joy for me in Japan was to
perform one of my favorite rock songs at the
weekly karaoke sessions, the hymn "born to
be wild" of the German band "Steppenwolf".

A performance which Gerd and I perfected
from week to week! :-)

The main reason for me to participate in the
GSE programme was to become acquainted
with the Japanese culture, habits, and way of
living, especially in the families. | also
expected to gain some insight into the
Japanese working live and to see some of your
cultural sights. The schedule of the GSE
considered these different aspects in equal
measure such that the exchange met my
expectations to utter satisfaction.

Therefore, my very personal thanks goes out
to all the Rotary clubs that made this
exchange possible, to the families, who hosted
me and treated me like one of theirs, and
especially to the members of the GSE
committee and its chairman Kimura-san. |
enjoyed my stay in Japan very much and I
hopefully will have the chance to visit your
country soon again!

Being the last one in the row of these personal
reviews, | can only properly conclude this
report by assuring you, that this trip will
influence our lives in the next couple years ?
if not decades ? for sure. [ hope that you
enjoyed the time we shared as much as we
did. Thank you for giving us this
extraordinary intercultural experience. Domo
arigato gozaimasu!
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Guten Abend.

Ich mochte Sie sehr herzlich in Nara
willkommen heissen.

Ich heisse Kageyu Kitayama,der Beauftragter
des internationalen Dienstes ist. Wahrend
meines Studiums hatte ich Deutsch gelernt,
aber da ich keine Geregenheit habe, es zu
sprechen, vergass ich vieles.

Ich beduchte Deutschland vor zehn Jahren
mit meiner Familie .

[ch war voller Bewunderung. die sch?ne
Natur, die alten Hauser und Schl?sser. Und
die Menschen waren so nett.

Nara war die Hauptstadt in Japan vor
eintausentdreihundert Jahren. In dieser Stadt
gibt es eine Menge sehr beruhmter,
historischer Sehenswurdigkeiten.

Todaiji Tenpel und Kasuga Taisya Schrein
,welche wir gestern beduchten, geh?hren
dazu.

Die Firma Scharp ,welche wir morgen
besuchen werden,ist welt beruhmt in der
elektronischen Industrie.

Wir hoffen, dass es Ihnen in Nara gefallt.
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One week has passed since we met you. |
have to say good-bye. It was pleasant for us to
had studied with you. Thank you for your
friendship and your sincerity., We and Nara-

east rotary all members hope you are going to

have good time in Maiduru. Would you
please remember nara. “onegaisimasu”
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We wish you and your family a Merry
Christmas and a happy New Year. We hope
2005 will bring you health,wealth, and
satisfaction.

This year was one of the most beautiful of
my life and | only could have it with your
help. Thank you so much.

I'm looking fo rward to your GSE Team in
2006, and | will try to do what you did for
us.

Your gr atefu

Peter Mol ler

Sorry that it took me such a long time to send
you an email. However, just one weekend after
our return, | had to go on a business trip to
bavaria and had a lot of work to do. I would
like to thank you to accompany us during our
week in Kyoto. I enjoyed my stay in Japan
very much and appreciate the hospitality and
kindness of your people. Especially i ¥ Kyoto, I
got very mpressed by the richness of your
culture, like for example the Sanjosangendo
and Nijo castle. Hopefully, Iwill have the
chance to visit your country again within the
next years.

I wish you Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year 2005!

Best wishes
Ansgar
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION
GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE
PROGRAM...

The group Study Exchange program, an educational activity of The Rotary, Foundation, offers a
unigue person-to-person opportunity for the promotion of better understanding and friendlier relation
among the peoples of the world. In general, the program provides grants for the exchange of terms of
young business and professional men between paird Rotary in different countries, thus enabling the
visiting team to study their hosts' institutions and way of life, as well as to personal acquaintances and
exchange ideas.

OBJECTIVES...

The Rotary Foundation Group Study Exchange,as an educational program,is designed to :

@® provide to outstanding young business and professional men opportunity for studying and
discussion in the concerned,

@ further international understanding by allowing men of goodwill to meet,talk and live with each
other in a spirit of fellowship so that they may get to know each other's programs and
aspirations,and to permit such personal contracts to ripen into lasting friendships and

@ involve Rotarians in a specific, pratical,and meaningful international service project by organizing
educational program for Group Study teams,and providing hospitality for them.
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